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TRUSTEES* REPORT
To IIis Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:
The trustees of the Monson State Hospital submit herewith their annual
report.
Affairs have proceeded in orderly eoinfoi-t during the past year, a capable
staff and harmonious co-operation between the hospital authorities and the de-
partment of mental diseases contributing to satisfactory operation.
"The acquisition of four cottages for ]ihysieians has helped us very much
toward insuring that continuity of service of assistant physicians, so necessary
for best results. The main difliculty we now are experiencing is not new,
except in degree: It is overcrowding. Wo have had too little room for
housing of patients for some time, but realizing the inopportuneness of the
past two or three years, have refrained from making harassing requests for
funds during that period when retrencliinent was being attempted along all lines.
"It now seems, however, that we soon must have more room; that another
building for ))atients is urgently needed. We think the building should be
one of capacity to care for at lea.st 100 patients. Such a building could be used
a.s a receiving hospital for the use of both male and female patients. Patients
could be received and for a time domiciled in this receiving hospital until a
P.D. 62 3
study of their cases was completed and a satisfactory classification made. On
the completion of this study and classification they could be sent to their proper
places for care and treatment. We think this building will not only relieve
the overcrowding but will add a very desirable unit to our group and that
it will effect an economy in operation and be a benefit to our charges."
The trustees are convinced of the desirability of this proposed addition and
hope that it may be secured reasonably soon.
Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE A. MOORE, Chairman. GEORGE D. STORRS.
HENRY K. HYDE, Secretary. ELIZABETH HORMEL.
MARY B. TOWNSLEY. J. UBALDE PAQUIN.
WILLIAM JAMESON.
SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
To the Trustees of the Monson State Hospital:
I herewith submit my report for the year 1923.
The average number of patients during the hospital year has been 1108.88;
the number of patients admitted 174; the number of deaths 85; the average
number of patients who have been out on a visit during the year 130.80.
The following changes have oceuiTed on the medical staff : Dr. Charles
A. Kirkland was appointed assistant physician on September 18, 1923.
Dr. John F. Roche, Dentist, has attended the patients as usual during the
year and has done dental work on 2971 patients. We are in great need of a
resident dentist and hope to arrange for one in the near future.
Miss Eda W. Fitch who was in charge of the social service department re-
signed July 5, 1923 to take up social work studies in Columbia University,
New York City. This position was filled on November 22, 1923 by the ap-
pointment of Miss Lula P. Hayes.
The laboratory has been in charge of Dr. Leslie H. Wright, Pathologist,
who has carried out some important research work in addition to the ordinary
laboratory routine.
The out-patient work has been carried on during the past year and the scope
greatly enlarged.
The general health of the patients has been good during the past year.
I wish to record my indebtedness to the medical staff, nurses, attendants
and employees for their continued faithfulness.
Respectfully,
MORGAN B. HODSKINS, Superintendent.
GIFTS
The following gifts are gratefully acknowledged :
—
From Mrs. Allen, Palmer, Mass., magazines.
From Specialty Shop, Palmer, Mass., jersey gloves.
From Mr. Thaddeus Cushman, Monson, Mass., billiard table.
From H. C. Cheney, M.D., Palmer, Mass., books.
CLERGYMEN WHO HAVE HELD SERVICES
Rev. A. N. Foster Rev. R. R. Morson
Rev. F. C. A. Jones Rev. Richard E. Power
Rev. Otis L. Mason Rev. W. B. Brigham
Rev. Moses L. Sedar
GENERAL INFORMATION
Methods of Admission
1. The regular insane commitment, such as is used at the insane hospital.
2. Two forms: (a) voluntary admission, requiring the certificate of one doc-
tor, which certificate must be certified by a justice; (&) commitment for those
who are considered dangerous epileptics, but not otherwise insane.
Each patient is required to work as much as he is able. Patients are not
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allowed to go to town alone, nor to walk out alone. They are expected to live
on plain diet, and to go to bed early. These restrictions are not irksome when
they are fully understood.
Patients^ CiiOTHiNG
The outfit requisite for a patient coming here is much the same as would be
needed at home.
Location
The hospital is located in the town of Monson, but less than 1 mile from the
village of Palmer, so that Palmer is the address for all purposes. Palmer is on
the Boston & Albany Railroad, between Worcester and Springfield, and is at the
junction of the Boston & Albany and the New London Northern Division of the
Central Vermont. The Ware River branch of the Boston & Albany Railroad
has one terminus in Palmer, the other in Winchendon. Palmer is 84 miles from
Boston, and the railroad fare is $3.02.
TREASURER'S REPORT. 1923
To the Comptroller:
I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of this institution
for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1923.
Balance December 1, 1923,
Income
Board of Inmates
:
Private
Reimbursements, insane .
.
Cash Account
Receipts
$9,228 30
7,979 72
Personal Services :
Reimbursement from Board of Retirement
Sales
:
Food
Clothing and materials
Furnishings and household supplies . .
Medical and general care
Heat, light and power
Farm
:
Cows and calves $416
Pigs and hogs 321 50
Hides 44 11
Sundries 7 41
$185 10
58 59
43 50
39 12
1 90
$17,208 02
120 17
Garage, stable and grounds
Repairs, ordinary
Total sales
Miscellaneous :
Interest on bank balances .
$789.02
3 15
664 65
$294 61
Total Income
Other Receipts
:
Refunds of previous year
Refund on account of wages unclaimed
Receipts Jrom Treasury of Commonwealth
Maintenance appropriations :
Balance of 1922
Advance money (Amount on hand Nov. 30) . . . .
Special appropriations
:
Balance of 1922
Approved schedules of 1923, paid by Institution.
$1,785 03
$294 61
$26 19
47 84
$21,220 97
315,914 79
$2,537 30
5,851 92
Total
^ „ PaymentsTo Tronsury of Commonwealth :
Institution income
Refunds on account of maintenance
Refunds of previous j'ear
Refunds on account of wages uiichiinied
.
. . . .
Maintenance Appropriiitioiis :
Nov. schedules
Less advances
Tialance of scheduleH of previous year
Api)r<)ved Hchedules of 1923, paid 'bv
institution ".
. .
Less returned
$41,220 97
16,143 14
$315,914 79
.!2 21
$19,407 83
32 21
26 19
47 84
$25,077 83
315,882 58
$2,789.41
$19,407 83
$74 03
$337,135 76
$8,389 22
$367,796 25
$19,514 07
23^.960 41
P.D. 62
Special appropriations
:
Balance of schedules of previous year
Approved schedules of 1923, paid by
institution
Less advances, last year's report
$5,851 92
$1,067 45
Total
Maintenance
Balance from previous year, brought forward
Appropriation, current year
Total
Expenses (as analyzed below)
Balance reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth
Analysis of Expenses
Personal services
Religious instruction
Travel, transportation and office expenses
Food
Clothing and materials
Furnishings and household supplies
Medical and general care
Heat, light and power
Farm
Garage, stable and grounds
Repairs, ordinary
Repairs and renewals
$2,537 80
$4,784 47
$169,912 22
1,625 92
4,608 27
65,301 19
10,441 34
24,227 67
7,690 17
47,348 48
17,265 05
4,195 67
13,645 24
6,479 70
$7,321 77
$867,796 26
$671 18
401,494 62
402,165 80
372,640 92
29,524 88
Total expenses for maintenance $372,640 92
Balance December 1, 1922 .
Appropriations for current year
Total
Expended during the year (see statement below)
Reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth
Special Appeopeiations
Balance November 30, 1923, carried to next year
$9,487 66
56
$4,221 68
17,000 00
$21,221 68
9,488 12
$11,733 56
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V.^LUATION
November 30, 1923
Bbai. Esxatb
Land (662 acres) Ilf'ffi 22
BuUdings 784,455 64
$798,817 64
Personal Property
Travel, transportation and office supplies ?5'19| „»
Pood 10,b5fci iz
Clothing and materials ot'iRc tt
Furnishings and household supplies i q'qVa td.
Medical and general care J^ i o^ k|
Heat, light and power oo oto q1Farm t oq^ ax\
Garage, stable and grounds i'^i 2 qt
Repairs iiAJ-* «'
$230,458 57
Summary
Real estate HtHll tlPersonal property ^au.too oi
$1,029,276 21
STATISTICAL TABLES
as adopted by american psychiatric association
Prescribed by Massachusetts Department of Mental Diseases
Table 1.— General Information.
1. Date of opening as an institution for epileptics : May 2, 1898.
2. Type of institution : State.
3. Hospital plant
:
Value of hospital property :
Real estate, including buildings $798,817 64
Personal property 230,458 57
Total $1,029,276 21
Total acreage of hospital property, 661.79.
Acreage under cultivation during year, 124.
4. Medical service : M. F. T.
Superintendent . 1 — 1
Assistant superintendent 1 — 1
Assistant physicians 5 1 6
Medical internes
Clinical assistants
Total 7 1 8
5. Employees: M. P. T.
Graduate nurses — 10 10
Other nurses and nttcudants 60 63 123
Social worker — 1 1
All other employees 56 52 108
Total 116 126 242
M. F. T.
0. Percentage of patients employed during year 46.48 61.90 54.38
Table 2. — Financial Statement.
See treasurer's report for data requested undei- tliis table.
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Table 5. — Citizenship of First Admissions.
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Table S. — Age
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Table 12. -
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